RUBBLE-----RICARDO.

Kibble, a river of Yorkshire and Lan-
cashire, rises at Wharnside Mountain, and
flows generally s. and s.w. till it expands
below Preston into an estuary of the Irish
Sea. Since 1885 vast river diversion works,
and the construction of a dock at Preston,
have been going on, which, when com-
pleted, will greatly improve the navigation
of the river.

Ribbon, a narrow web, generally of silk,
used for tying and ornamental purposes.
Ribbon-weaving is a special branch of the
textile industries. In modern looms as
many as forty ribbons are simultaneously
woven in one machine. Ribbon-weaving
was established near St. Etienne in France
in the llth century. In England Coventry
is an important seat of this industry, which
is also carried on at Norwich and Leicester.
Mixed fabrics of silk and cotton are now
largely employed The terms Hue ribbon
and red ribbon are often used to designate
the orders of the Garter and Bath respec-
tively, the badge of the former being sup-
ported by a blue ribbon, and that of the
latter by a red ribbon.

Ribbon-fishes, the name of certain deep-
sea fishes met with in all parts of the ocean,
generally found floating dead on the surface,
or thrown ashore by the waves. The body
is like a band from 15 to 20 feet long, 10 to
12 inches broad, and an inch or two thick.
These fishes are generally silvery in colour.
They live at such a depth that when they
reach the surface the expansion of gases in
the body so loosens all parts of the muscular
and bony system that some portions are
nearly always broken on lifting them out of
the water. The fin rays in young ribbon-
fishes are extraordinarily developed, some
of them being several times longer than the
body. The deal-fish (Trachypt&rus arcturus)
is often met with in the N. Atlantic, and is
sometimes found after gales on the Scottish
coasts. See Deal-fish, Oar-jtsh.

Ribbon-grass, CANARY-GRASS, a garden
variety, striped with green and white, of
PMLaris arundinacea, a grass which is
found in its wild state by the sides of rivers.
Called also gardener's garters.

Ribbonmen, the members of a secret
society organized among the Roman Ca-
tholics in Ireland about the beginning of the
t century in opposition to that of the
smen.   It originated in Armagh, and
thence to Down, Antrim, Tyrone,
and Fermanagh.   The organization of the
society was similar to that of the Orange-

men, but by no means so complete. The
membership from the first was drawn almost
exclusively from the lowest classes of the
population.

Ribbon-worms, a group of annuloid
animals belonging to the sub-order Nemer-
tida, a division of the order Turbellaria of
the Platyelmia or c Flat-worms.' The lead-
ing characteristics of ribbon-worms are an
elongated worm-like body, an alimentary
canal terminating in a distinct anus, and a
protrusible proboscis. These forms are marine
in habits, and are not parasitic. The sexes
are generally separate, and reproduction may
be subserved by ova, by gemmation or bud-
ding, or by division of the body substance,

Ribe (re'be), or RIPEN, a town of Den-
mark, in the south-west of Jutland, on the
Ribe, about 3 miles from its mouth. It
has a cathedral of the 12th century, and was
once a flourishing port. Pop. 3933.

Ribeauville (ri-bo-vel).    Same as Rap-

Ribe'ra, GIUSEPPE.   See Spaynoletto.
Ribes, a genus of plants of the natural
order Grossulariacese, comprehending the
gooseberry and the currants. A species
with scarlet flowers (R. sanguineum), and a
variety of this with white flowers, are much
cultivated as ornamental shrubs.
Ribston-pippin, a fine variety of apple,
so called from JRibston, in Yorkshire, where
it was raised from pips obtained from Rouen
in Normandy.
Ricar'do, DAVID, a celebrated writer on
finance and political economy, was the son
of a Jewish stockbroker, and was born in
London in 1772, died 1823. In 1793 he
embraced Christianity and married a Chris-
tian wife. He then began business as a stock-
broker on his own account, and in a short
time realized an immense fortune. His first
publication was on the subject of the de-
preciation of the national currency (1810).
He then published an Essay on Kent, and
his name is usually associated with a certain
distinctive view on this subject. (See Rent.)
In 1816 he wrote a pamphlet entitled Pro-
posals for an Economical and Secure Cur-
rency. But his most important work is his
Treatise on Political Economy and Taxa-
tion, which appeared in 1817. In 1819 he
entered parliament as member for Portar-
lingtOE. In 1822 he published a pamphlet
on Protection to Agriculture. Though his
mode of treatment is totally different, he
belongs essentially to the school of Adam
Smith.
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